ry this.
Take your two hands and
IRUP /VKDSHV ZLWK \RXU
SRLQWLQJ¿QJHUVDQGWKXPEV«*RRG
Now put the hands together
in front of your face and form a
“square” of sorts. Got it? Super.
Now comes the tricky part. Have
one of your friends imagine a ran
dom, silly character – a horse who
happens to be a math professor, for
example – and instantly interpret
it into a funny character, complete
with zany facial expressions and as
sorted voices. Not so easy.
%XW LI \RX FDQ SXOO LW Rɣ \RX¶YH
just created what we used to call,
“Schwebel vision.”
“We” were a bunch of young
teens, up late in a yeshiva dorm, and
“Schwebel vision” was the closest we
could get to watching a cartoon at
the Mesivta of Long Beach dormi
tory – and we would laugh till our
sides hurt.
0RUH VSHFL¿FDOO\ LW ZDV (OL
Schwebel being Eli Schwebel.

T

wenty years have passed too
TXLFNO\ (YHQ WKHQ , GUHZ
pictures and Eli made muVLF,ZDVWKHDUWLVWKHZDVWKHPX-

T

sician. We appreciated each other’s
JLIWV DQG PRUH WKDQ WKDW ZH KDG
VRPH WHOHSDWKLF DUWLVW ERQG ZKHUH
we could instantly see what was going in each other’s heads – not just
XQGHUVWDQGEXWDFWXDOO\see. There’s
DFHUWDLQXQLTXH³ODQJXDJH´LQZKLFK
DUWLVWVWKLQNDFHUWDLQW\SHRILQWHOOLJHQFH LQ WKLV FOXE RI NLQGUHG VSLULWVUHJDUGOHVVRIWKHPHGLXP2IWHQ
LW PDQLIHVWV LQ UHPDUNDEO\ VSHFL¿F

people have never developed an
external expression of their inner
FUHDWLYLW\ EXW WKH VSDUN LV WKHUH
It takes less than a minute of conversation to know if you are talking
WR VRPHRQH ZKR ³JHWV LW´ ² DQG
LI \RX¶UH QRW D OLIHWLPH RI FRQYHUsation won’t help. There are also
certain trademark emotional characteristics that come from feeling
GHHSHU IURP ZDQWLQJ KDUGHU WKH

The Jewish world is being gifted a
polished masterpiece – a personal,
unfiltered expression of true art from
a master craftsman deeply in love
with his craft.
PXVLFDOOLWHUDU\DQGFRPHGLFWDVWHV
± QRW QHFHVVDULO\ WKH VDPH VRQJV
ERRNV RU MRNHV EXW D WDVWH IRU WKH
depth and novelty that underlies all
true art.
This is not exclusive to actual practitioners of the arts; some

YXOQHUDELOLW\ WKDW FRPHV IURP SXWWLQJ \RXU LQQHU VHOI RXW LQ SXEOLF
DQG WKH UHOHQWOHVV REVHVVLYH GULYH
that pushes a person to master an
endlessly complex craft.
:KLFKEULQJVPHWR/HY7DKRU9
When was the last time you en-

tered a world of music? Not just lisWHQHGWRDVRQJEXWFORVHG\RXUH\HV
and completely entered an entire
universe of lush surround-sound?
7KH-HZLVKZRUOGLVEHLQJJLIWHG
a polished masterpiece – a personDOXQ¿OWHUHGH[SUHVVLRQRIWUXHDUW
from a master craftsman deeply in
love with his craft.
Close your eyes and enter the
ZRUOG RI (OL 6FKZHEHO DQG /HY 7Dhor V. Walk with Eli and his friends
WKURXJK KLOOV DQG YDOOH\V SDVW
sweeping vistas and moments of
EUHDWKWDNLQJEHDXW\+HUHDUHFKLOdren at play in their secret garden
RI GHOLJKW /DXJK ZLWK WKHP &U\
with them. Dance with them. Just
go nuts. You’re welcomed as a friend
into their world.
(DFK EODGH RI JUDVV KDV EHHQ
FUDIWHG ZLWK GHYRWLRQ (DFK ÀRZHUHDFKOHDI±HDFKEHDWHDFKWULOO
arranged as an essential part of the
whole. The sky overhead crisscrosses with dancing formations of inWHUZHDYLQJ LQWHUODFLQJ LPSRVVLEO\
complex harmonies. Everything
GDQFHV(YHU\WKLQJYLEUDWHV(YHU\WKLQJVLQJV7KHUHLVVRPXFKWRVHH
so much to explore.
7KLV LV QRW D ³TXDQWXP OHDS´ LQ

music production for the Jewish
world. This is something completeO\ GLɣHUHQW 3OHDVH GRQ¶W VZDOORZ
WKHVH VRQJV ZKROH OLNH WKH ODWHVW
piece of herring at the Jewish-muVLF SHUSHWXDOSURGXFWLRQ OLQH RU
the latest variation of a variation of
VRPHWKLQJ ORXG DQG ³FDWFK\´ WKDW
screams for attention. If you don’t
VWRSDQGORRNDURXQG\RXZLOOPLVV
the astounding feats of musicianVKLS WKDW KDYH EHHQ DFFRPSOLVKHG
KHUH7UXVWPHWKHZKROHURRPULVes in respect when these masters
walk in.
Each song is a mini-world unto
LWVHOIFRPSRVHGRILWVRZQXQLTXHO\
stylized components. Each has its
RZQÀDYRUDQGIHHOOLNHWKHYDULHG
levels in a delightful fantasy palace.
(OL LV WKH PDVWHU PDJLFLDQ ZLWK
many hats and many tools.
I speak in the language of a visuDO DUWLVW $ SLFWXUH PD\ EH ZRUWK D
WKRXVDQGZRUGVEXWZRUGVDUHQRW
VRQJV ± DQG D VRQJ FDQ EH ZRUWK
D WKRXVDQG SLFWXUHV +HUH , KDYH
only words and illustrations to work
ZLWKEXWDOORZPHWRWU\&RPHZLWK
me on this journey:
alellu WKH RSHQLQJ VRQJ
RI WKH DOEXP LV D SXOVDWing world of rhythmic joy:
“Kol haneshamah tehallel Kah –
HYHU\ VRXO SUDLVH *G´ 7KHUH LV
VRPHWKLQJ MR\RXV DQG SOD\IXO KHUH
something innocent and sweet. A
child tap-dances through the African rainforest. The trees and vines
part and smile. The animals nod
DQGZDYH7KHFRORUVDUHEULJKWDQG
EDVLF 7KH FKLOG VFDPSHUV GDQFHV
VSLQV H\HV FORVHG LQ GHOLJKW :KHQ
¿QDOO\KHRSHQVKLVH\HVKHLVDWWKH
top of a massive jungle waterfall. The
slowed rhythm and swelling harmoQLHVRIWKHPLGVRQJEULGJHGHVFULEH
WKH RSHQ YLVWD VSUHDG RXW EHIRUH

H

KLP ,Q WKH ¿QDO FKRUXV D ÀRFN RI
H[RWLF ELUGV ULVHV IURP WKH ULYHU EHlow and carries the child on their
EDFNV VZRRSLQJ DQG VSLQQLQJ RYHU
WKH ODQGVFDSH +HUGV RI DQWHORSH
race across the plains in contrapunWDOGLUHFWLRQDVWKHVHWWLQJVXQWLQWV
the world in pinks and purples. The
child and his friendly world – “every
VRXO´±SUDLVH*GWRJHWKHU

DQG WKHQ VZLQJ DFURVV WKH ODQH EHhind you in the rearview mirror. The
¿QDO EULGJH ³Bo’i b’shalom´ LV UHvealed as the writing the planes have
scrawled in white cloud across the
SLHUFLQJEOXHVN\
Gam Zu Letova ³6RPHWLPHV
your world comes crashing down …
$OO\RXJRWWRGRLVVD\«´
7KLVLVDVRQJRIIULHQGVKLSVXQJ

When was the last time you entered a
world of music? Not just listened to a
song, but closed your eyes and
completely entered an entire
universe of lush surround-sound?
)URP D GDQFH WKURXJK WKH MXQJOH WKH VHFRQG VRQJ Lecha Dodi,
introduces a pronounced change in
mood and pace. We part the curtain
and enter the next room. Things are
more serious here. There is constant
PRYHPHQW :H DUH VWLOO À\LQJ EXW
QRW RQ WKH EDFN RI D ELUG 7KH GULYLQJSOHDGLQJFKRUXVDSSHDUVDVWZR
sleek jet planes chasing each other
WKURXJK WKH VN\ 7XPEOLQJ WXUQLQJ
swooping in intertwined arcs towards the heavens. There are sensaWLRQVRIUHODWLYHPRWLRQWKHW\SH\RX
feel when passing a slower moving
vehicle and watch it seem to pause

with sincerity and empathy. I see a
group of young friends walking home
from school together. One friend is
KXUWLQJ LQ HPRWLRQDO SDLQ DQG WKH
RWKHUV RɣHU V\PSDWK\ 7KH DXWXPQ
EUHH]H VZLUOV DURXQG WKHP EULJKWO\
colored leaves dance and crunch unGHUIRRW6XGGHQO\RQHRIWKHIULHQGV
SXWVGRZQKLVNQDSVDFNMXPSVDWRS
DSDUNEHQFKDQGUDLVHVKLVYRLFHLQ
song: “La, la, la, la – Gam zu letova.´
6RRQWKHKXUWER\EUHDNVLQWRDKDOI
VPLOHZKLFKVRRQZLGHQVLQWRDIXOO
VPLOH DQG WKH VXQ VPLOHV WRR IURP
EHKLQGWKHFORXGV
There are many more rooms in

WKLVSDODFHRIVRQJ6RQJVRIZLVWIXO
hope like Shoovi. 6RQJVRIGHHSUHlentless yearning like Avdecha.
And then there’s Simchas Beis
Hashoeva.
+HUH¶V(OLEHLQJ(OL
³6FKZHEHO YLVLRQ´ DFWLYDWHG"
&KHFN &ORZQ(OL DERDUG" &KHFN
&ORZQ/LSDDERDUG"&KHFN
+RS RQ WKH UROOHU FRDVWHU IURQW
VHDWKDQGVXS7KLVLVJRQQDEHIXQ
-XJJOHUV WZLUO )LUH VSLQV 'DQFHUV KROG KDQGV DQG ERXQFH WR WKH
EHDW&DQ\RXIHHOWKHSXOVDWLQJMR\"
'RQ¶W ¿JKW LW <RX¶UH H[DFWO\ ZKHUH
\RX¶UH VXSSRVHG WR EH &DQ \RX IHHO
WKH KHDW" *UDE VRPHRQH¶V KDQG DQG
lift those feet. “Chassidim v’anshei
maaseh merakdim lifneihem´
7KHUROOHUFRDVWHUULGHHQGVDQG
Birchas HachodeshWKHQH[WVRQJLV
the calm after the storm.
We exit the ride and walk deeper into this world. In the distance
VRPHWKLQJIDPLOLDUEREVDQGVKDNHV
atop a hill on the horizon. As we
get closer things get clearer. We are
deep in Alice in WonderlandE\QRZ
+DYH \RX HYHU VHHQ WKRVH KXJH LQÀDWDEOH :DFN\ :DYLQJ 7XEH 0HQ"
They have them outside car washes
VRPHWLPHV 7KH\¶UH DERXW  IHHW
WDOODQGWKH\MHUNDQGERXQFHLQWKH
EUHH]H &DQ \RX LPDJLQH D IRRW
WDOO(OL6FKZHEHO:DFN\:DYLQJWXEH
man? Of course you can. Can you
DGG D *DGL )XFKV WXEH PDQ RQ RQH
VLGH DQG DQ $UL &XNLHU WXEH PDQ
on the other side? Perfect. Can you
KHDU WKHP VLQJLQJ ZLWK WXEHOLPEV

ÀDLOLQJ WR WKH WXQH" *UHDW *UDE D
seat and enjoy the show. Welcome to
Yaggapella. “It’s not about whatcha
know, it’s about whatcha do.”
+RZ¶GZHJHWWRWKH$UDELDQ'HVHUW")LHUFHGDUNPHQLQWXUEDQVULGH
RQ KRUVHEDFN WR RXU ULJKW DQG OHIW
7KH JURXQG PRYHV TXLFNO\ EHORZ DV
our stallions gallop and pant to the
EHDW LQ WKH FROG GHVHUW QLJKW Dror
Yikra. Mirages of whirling dervishHV SOD\LQJ RXGV LQ GRXEOH KDUPRQLF
VFDOH EHQG FORVH DQG UHWUHDW TXLFNO\
into the clouds of dust. We are galloping though history. “The wineSUHVV RI %RW]UDK WKH PLJKW\ FLW\
RI %DE\ORQ´ +RUQV RI EDWWOH VRXQG
EHORZ DV ZH VOLS WKH VXUO\ ERQGV RI
earth and gallop heavenward. “Know
ZLVGRPWKDW\RXUVRXOPD\OLYHDQG
LW VKDOO EH D GLDGHP IRU \RXU EURZ
Keep the commandment of your
+RO\2QH2EVHUYHWKH6DEEDWK\RXU
VDFUHGGD\´
As we rise through the stars a
deep silence takes hold. We look out
the round window of our rocket ship
and we can sense a shimmering in
WKH TXLHW RI GHHS VSDFH %HIRUH XV
three constellations gather and take
VKDSH *DGL DW D SLDQR $UL RQ WKH
JXLWDUDQG(OLDWWKHPLF$VKRRWLQJ
star winks and tips its top-hat as it
ÀDVKHVE\7KHPXVLFEHJLQV
“Mister Tanner was a cleaner
from a town in the Midwest.
And of all the cleaning shops
around he’d made his the best.

But he also was a baritone who
sang while hanging clothes.”
:H DUH DW WKH EHDWLQJ KHDUW RI
(OL¶VZRUOG/LVWHQFDUHIXOO\$EDUHG
VRXOGHVHUYHVUHVSHFW7KLVLV+DUU\
Chapin’s ode to his medium. This is
Eli’s ode to Mister Chapin. There is
something sacred here. Can you hear
ZKDWLVEHLQJVXQJZLWKVXFKGHOLFDF\DQGORYH"+DUU\&KDSLQLV0LVWHU
Tanner. Eli is Mister Chapin. And
ZH"0D\EHIRUDPRPHQWZHDUH(OL
“And he sang from his heart and
he sang from his soul.
He did not know how well he
sang; it just made him whole.”
We are nearing the end of our

true at the core?” A gentle urging to
UHPHPEHUZKRZHUHDOO\DUH
We have reached our destination. The magical journey is at its
HQG DQG RUGLQDU\ OLIH EHFNRQV RXWside the exit doors. As we leave the
palace we pass a garden. An aisle is
FDUYHG RXW DPRQJ WKH URVHEXVKHV
$ ZHGGLQJ KDV EHJXQ 7KH ZKLWH
chuppah VZD\V LQ WKH JHQWOH EUHH]H
as the kallah ÀDQNHG E\ KHU IDWKHU
DQG PRWKHU VORZO\ ZDONV WKDW DJH
old path towards her chosson. Eli
DQG KLV IULHQGV GUHVVHG LQ VPDUW
WX[HGRVVWDQGUHDG\DWWKHLUPLFURphones. The low strains of a violin
TXLYHUWKURXJKWKHDLUDQGWKHJURXS

“Schwebel vision”
activated? Check.
Clown-Eli, aboard? Check.
Clown-Lipa, aboard? Check.

of song.”
As Eli powers through the high
note of the word “neginasam ±VRQJ´
the kallah reaches her groom and the
JDUGHQ EHQHDWK RXU IHHW IDOOV DZD\
Once again we are transported. The
chosson and kallah stand together
under the chuppah DV ZH ÀRDW RYHU
WKH JROGHQ KLOOV RI -HUXVDOHP OLNH
D &KDJDOO SDLQWLQJ )URP EHORZ ZH
KHDUWKHVRXQGVRIUHMRLFLQJ/DXJKter. Joy. Peace. And song.
KDW¶VWKH¿QDOVRXQGRQDQ
DOEXP"1RWWKH¿QDOQRWH
EXW WKH VRXQG RI VLOHQFH
that follows that note. That pause of
SUHJQDQW VWLOOQHVV UHÀHFWV DOO RI WKH
musical journey we have just expeULHQFHG DJDLQVW WKH VLOHQW EDVHOLQH
ZKHUHLWEHJDQ+HUHZHFDQVHHWKH
WUDQVIRUPDWLYHLQÀXHQFHRIWKLVKRXU
RIPDJLFQRWMXVWLQWKHPRPHQWVZH
H[SHULHQFHGLWEXWRQWKHURDGDKHDG
,GHDVIHHOLQJVDQGLQVLJKWVWKDWZLOO
linger and enrich the soundtrack of
our lives for years to come.
The journey you will take with
/HY7DKRU9ZLOOQRWEHP\MRXUQH\
/LNHDOOWUXHDUWLVWV(OLZLOOOHDG\RX
to the art that is inside of you.
)LQG VRPHZKHUH TXLHW DQG FRPIRUWDEOH RSHQ WKH &' FORVH \RXU
H\HVDQGEHJLQ\RXUMRXUQH\
Enjoy.

W

Yoel Judowitz has been creating art for
as long as he can remember. He uses the
latest industry standard technology to

ride. Eli’s personal anthem accompanies us as the roller coaster
slows to a halt. Don’t Stop Giving
Love. 7KRXJKWIXO TXHVWLRQV IURP D
thoughtful friend. “Can you stand on
\RXURZQZLWK\RXUIHHWRQWKHÀRRU"
Are you big in your heart? Are you

EHJLQV WR VLQJ ³Meheira Hashem
Elokeinu – Soon, so soon, Hashem
RXU*G/HWXVKHDULQWKHFLWLHVRI
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusa
lem the sounds of joy, the voice of a
bridegroom and the voice of a bride,
the sounds of exultation, the sounds

create vivid and imaginative illustra
tion in a variety of styles. Perfect for
DXWKRUVSURGXFWPDQXIDFWXUHUVPHGLD
GHVLJQ¿UPVDQGLQGLYLGXDOVLQQHHGRI
custom illustration. His portfolio can be
viewed at www.YJStudios.com, and he
can be reached at YJStudios@gmail.com

