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The Jewish Home is proud to have 
caught up with a very talented local 

artist. Yoel Judowitz is a Far Rockaway 
native and South Shore alumnus who 
has taken his talents to some very high 
places. He has done illustrations for 
popular Jewish books and websites, he 
has done work for Target and Bed Bath 
& Beyond as well as various other proj-
ects. We sat down with him to find out 
more about the new online Chanukah 
game that he created for Chabad.org.

 
TJH: Yoel, thank you for this op-

portunity. I understand you grew up in 
Far Rockaway – can you tell us which 
schools and shuls you attended?

YJ: First of all, thank you as well for 
this opportunity; you have a beautiful 
paper, a real piece of art.

I am fortunate to have grown up in 
such a wonderful community. I attended 
the Yeshiva of South Shore for elemen-
tary school. They are very supportive 
of creative talents among the students. 
I have wonderful childhood memories 
of davening in Sh’or Yoshuv with R’ 
Shlomo Freifeld, zt’’l.

TJH: When did you first realize that 
you had a talent for art?

YJ: I have been drawing and doo-
dling for as long as I can remember. 
I think I first realized how much I en-
joyed art when my 5th grade rebbe, 
Rabbi Zucker from South Shore, had 
a gemara art contest. I made so many 
pictures that the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi 
Kamenetsky, gave me a full Shas as a 
prize!

TJH: How did you and your parents 
nurture your talent?

YJ: My parents have always been 
very supportive. They sent me to Reb-
betzin Herzberg for art lessons when I 
was a child. The fact that they always 
framed my pictures and hung them up 
in the living room showed me that they 
took my art seriously. They also went 
out of their way to buy me the best art 
supplies and books on the subject.

TJH: What was the first professional 
work you did?

YJ: I illustrated a book called “Ba-
shevkin - Musings for the Soul.” It is 
a delightful book of Jewish poetry by 

Chaim Bashevkin, a columnist for Yat-
ed Neeman. 

TJH: Can you describe the Cha-
nukah project that you just did for 
Chabad?

YJ: The project is an interactive 
Chanukah game called “Find Danny 
and Dina.” It is located in the Chabad.
org kids section. It’s based on an excep-
tionally detailed illustration of a lively 
Chanukah “street festival” scene. The 
basic idea is that you have to find dif-
ferent Chanukah- related characters in a 

bustling scene filled with over 150 dif-
ferent characters.

TJH: How did they find you and how 
long did it take to create?

YJ: They found me through some-
one who had seen the art I did for Tu-
via’s Judaica in Monsey. It took many 
many hours to create all the details in 
the game. In fact, you can see a “speed 
painting” video of me creating the game 
from start to finish, on the game page at 
Chabad.org.

TJH: Did you create the concept or 
just do the art? Did you work closely 
with people in Chabad during its cre-
ation? 

YJ: I initially pitched the idea of do-
ing a “Where’s Waldo” type game for 
Chanukah. The incredibly talented and 
dedicated men and women at Chabad.
org took it to the next level and devel-
oped the interactive component.

I worked with Rabbi Tzvi Freeman 
who gave brilliant advice and insight 
throughout the project. Mrs. Chana 
Weisberg oversaw the general process 
and Rabbi Meir Simcha Kogan over-
saw the actual development. They 
all worked along with the rest of the 
Chabad.org team to make it happen in 
a cooperative team fashion.

TJH: What other types of art are/
were you involved in?

YJ: I do all different types of illustra-
tion for many different clients including 
educational programming and games, 
children’s books, clothing design, cus-
tom stained glass windows, murals, 
advertising, product development and 
design, and editorial illustration. I have 
worked with Jewish and non-Jewish 
clients throughout the world. I helped 
design this year’s Chanukah product 
packaging for Target and Bed Bath, & 
Beyond.

TJH: Do you have advice for any 
of our readers who feel that they have 
artistic talents and want to reach their 
highest potential?

YJ: Practice, fail, practice, get a little 
better, and repeat, over and over. It is 
also important to be loose and not be 
afraid to ruin the picture; that is bound 
to happen on the way to success. You 
can also learn many practical art tech-
niques on my blog, www.yjstudios.
com/blog, for free.

TJH: Please tell us where we can see 
other works of yours and how you can 
be reached for future projects.

YJ: My portfolio is located on my 
web site, www.YJStudios.com. I can be 
reached at heyjudo@gmail.com. 

Thank you, happy Chanukah, and 
enjoy the game!
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